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Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 22, 2024 – 4th Sunday of Advent 

The liturgy is Setting 10. 

 

PRELUDE  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – Smith 

  Piano and organ duet by Vicki Sobczak and Bonnie Vize 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

OPENING HYMN ELW #242 – “Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn” (page 9) 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving 

soon. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority 

alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. We have turned away from our 

neighbors. We have trusted false promises. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy 

to birth in us.  Amen. 

 

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 

forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and 

forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 

preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits 

of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

As our days grow shorter and our nights longer, we who are people of faith turn to 

symbols such as candles, evergreens, and wreaths, to proclaim our belief in the 

unquenchable light of Christ.  In hopeful anticipation, we prepare for the coming of the 

Reign of God.  

 

HYMN #240 – “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” vs. 4 (Printed below) 

  

   Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 

   let the light banish darkness. 

   He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

   Let your lights be shining! 

 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

1

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the LORD whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight — indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
2

But who can endure the 

day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire 

and like fullers' soap; 
3

he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 

the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 

offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 
4

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand and sing)   
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This is the good news according to St. Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

GOSPEL – Luke 1:57-80 

57

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 
58

Her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 

her. 
59

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name 

him Zechariah after his father. 
60

But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John." 
61

They 

said to her, "None of your relatives has this name." 
62

Then they began motioning to his 

father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 
63

He asked for a writing tablet and 

wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were amazed. 
64

Immediately his mouth was 

opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 
65

Fear came over all 

their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill 

country of Judea. 
66

All who heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this 

child become?" For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 
67

Then his father 

Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
68

"Blessed be the 

Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.  
69

He 

has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 
70

as he spoke 

through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71

that we would be saved from our 

enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  
72

Thus he has shown the mercy 

promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73

the oath that he 

swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 
74

that we, being rescued from the hands of 

our enemies, might serve him without fear, 
75

in holiness and righteousness before him 

all our days. 
76

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will 

go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77

to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on 

high will break upon us, 
79

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow 

of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." 
80

The child grew and became strong 

in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM – “Prepare Ye The Way” – Hal Hopson 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #249 – “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (page 10) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 
4 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 

long for God’s presence. 

 

A Brief Silence 

 

God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your people 

in taking risks that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the good news. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting or sick.  

Show your compassion and remember your people in love. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God who abides, you dwell among the people of this congregation. Deepen our 

relationships with one another, and make us aware of the diverse talents and gifts 

present here. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God who consoles, we thank you for the time we have had with loved ones who have 

died. Comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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OFFERING  

 

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 – “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to 

feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food 

that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW#300 – “The First Noel” (page 11) 

 

SHARING THE MEAL  

All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive 

the sacrament.  We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ.    

 

If you require gluten-free hosts, please say “no gluten” when you approach the 

person sharing the host.   

 

The center rings of the trays provided contain grape juice for those desiring it.  Cups 

may be returned to the Acolytes’ baskets.  The Common Cup is also available.  

 

Children may come forward for a blessing, or to receive communion if they have been 

through instruction, here, or at another church. 

 

If you wish to still receive the individual communion packet (wafer on top and wine/juice 

on the bottom), please pick one up as you approach the front.   

 

If you would like the sacraments brought to you, please let the usher know.  Welcome! 

 

PASTORAL BLESSING   

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in His grace.  

Amen.   

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank 

you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering 

us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as 

we feed the hungry in your name. 

Amen. 
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Serving you today in  

Christ’s Love 
 

 

Ushers 

9:00 am 

Team Emerson 

Tristan Andorfer 

Chase Riedel 
 

 

Reader 

9:00 am 

Jane Cahill-Wolfgram 
 

 

Communion Helpers 

9:00 am 

Team Cahill-Wolfgram 
 

 

Acolyte 

9:00 am 

 Graham Midthun 

Landon Midthun 
 

 

BENEDICTION - The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN ELW #248 “People, Look East” (page 12) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001577.  New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One 

License.net. Annual License #A-7 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Ministries – No Sew Fleece Blankets 

The Social Ministries Committee invites you to join us on Saturday, 

February 1, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the Fellowship Hall to make 

no-sew fleece blanket kits for Ronald McDonald House in Madison, WI.  If 

you are interested in donating material for this project we use no-pill or 

blizzard fleece.  Each blanket has 2 sides so each side will need 1 1/2 

yards of material.  If you would like to make a money donation towards 

the fabric you can send that to the church office.  Any donated fabric 

can be left on the desk in the Friendship Room.  Any questions, call Pam 

Hamele at 608- 215-0382.   

 

Calendar-Week of December 22, 2024 

 

Sun, December 22   

9:00 am Worship Service 

   

 

Tues, December 24 

Christmas Eve. Services 

3:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

 

Wed, December 25 

 

Christmas Day  

 

 

Sun, December 29   

9:00 am Worship – Only 1 service  
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OPENING HYMN ELW #242 – “Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn”   
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #249 – “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW#300 – “The First Noel”  
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SENDING HYMN ELW #248 - “People, Look East” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Meal  

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Thanksgiving Outreach.  We donated 15 

meals to seniors through the Community Center, donated non-perishable food items to 

the DeForest Area Food Pantry and also helped the Moravian Church provide a meal to 

people in need in our community.    

 

Giving Tree 

Thank you to everyone who participated in providing gifts for the 

Giving Tree.  We collected 46 gifts for families and the elderly in our 

community.  Also thank you for supporting the Toys For Tots 

program.  
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 Have Sunday Dinner and Donate Back 
  

Dine at the Texas Roadhouse on Sunday and show your server a  

bulletin from Sunday’s church service. Texas Roadhouse will donate 

10% of your meal back to Christ Lutheran 

 

Lutefisk Sale Items 

Lutefisk -$8/lb -5lb minimum ($40)   2lb Brown Sugar: $2 

Potatoes: Idahoan instant 3.24lb - $14  Lefse: $4 smaller package (6pc.) 

Herring: 8oz-$6/12oz-$9/26oz-$17   64oz Mayo: $6 

  

CLC Choir 

Enjoy singing?  Come and sing with the Christ Lutheran Church 

Choir.  We practice once a week and sing most Sunday’s. A 

signup sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside the 

Friendship Room as well.  Don’t worry if you have a busy 

schedule and can’t make every practice.  We are happy to have 

you join us whenever you can!  Any questions, please call Anne 

Emerson (608)846-0898. 

 

Blood Drive 

This year’s blood drive will be Friday, December 27th, from 

12:00pm – 5:30pm at Manthe Paulson Farm’s shop, (4083 

Manthe Road).  Appointments preferred.  Feel free to contact 

Tracy Paulson at tlmanthe@yahoo.com or 608-279-9650 to set 

up an appointment.  We will be looking for volunteers and 

possibly food donations again as well.   

You can also call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor Code: Manthe 
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  Holiday Service Schedule 

Sunday, December 22nd (one service)  

 9:00 am Worship Service 

Tuesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve. 

 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm, and 7:00pm  

Sunday, December 29th (one service) 

 9:00 am Worship Service 

 

Holiday Office Hours 

The office will be closed December 24, 25 and January 1
st

.
,. 

 The office will close early 

December 31st at noon. 

 

 

 


