Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church

220 S. Main St. office@christlutherandeforest.org
DeForest, WI 53532 www.christlutherandeforest.org
608-846-4718

Pastor Sue Beadle Anne Emerson, Choir Director

Deacon Bonnie Vize, Organist

December 15, 2024 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 8:00 am Service
The liturgy is Setting 10.

PRELUDE “O Come Little Children” - Bish
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER DEDICATION Today’s altar flowers are provided by Mike and Tracy
Paulson in honor of their 17th Anniversary and their 3 busy boys!

OPENING HYMN WOV #638 “Holy Child Within the Manger” (page 9)

PASTORAL GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving
soon. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority
alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. We have turned away from our
neighbors. We have trusted false promises. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy
to birth in us. Amen.

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have
forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and
forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.

Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

As our days grow shorter and our nights longer, we who are people of faith turn to
symbols such as candles, evergreens, and wreaths, to proclaim our belief in the
unquenchable light of Christ. In hopeful anticipation, we prepare for the coming of the
Reign of God.

HYMN #240 - “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” vs. 3 (Printed below.)

Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway . .
for the King of glory. .

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2b-7

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness — on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation, you
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people
exult when dividing plunder. *For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. *For all
the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned
as fuel for the fire. °For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. "His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand and sing)

0 | —
Y D 1 | I |
7 4" . . ! | —
©—— = e —
4 5. & - |
Al - le-lu -1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
ol e — s
O ——F T e T e i
Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
Drs- e — |
SR ——F o~ .

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.




This is the good news according to St. Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL - Luke 1:39-56

¥In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, ““where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *When
Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit ?and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. “*And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? “For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leaped for joy. *And blessed is she who believed that there would
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." *And Mary said, "My soul
magnifies the Lord, “and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, “*for he has looked with
favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; “for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. *°His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. °'He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. *°He
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; **he has
filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. **He has helped his
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, **according to the promise he made to our
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." **And Mary remained with her
about three months and then returned to her home.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #251 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (page 10)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that
long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with
those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your
incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the
hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to
care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our beacon, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the
lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude
for those who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in
the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.




OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 - “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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with your pres - ence,

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutherarn Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to
feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food
that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance

of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.




INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready.
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

SHARING THE MEAL

All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive
the sacrament. We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ.

If you require gluten-free hosts, please say “no gluten” when you approach the
person sharing the host.

The center rings of the trays provided contain grape juice for those desiring it. Cups
may be returned to the Acolytes’ baskets. The Common Cup is also available.

Children may come forward for a blessing, or to receive communion if they have been
through instruction, here, or at another church.

If you wish to still receive the individual communion packet (wafer on top and wine/juice
on the bottom), please pick one up as you approach the front.

If you would like the sacraments brought to you, please let the usher know. Welcome!

PASTORAL BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank
you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering
us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as
we feed the hungry in your name.

Amen.

BENEDICTION - The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.




SENDING HYMN ELW #266 “All Earth is Hopeful” (page 11)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001577. New Revised Standard
Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One
License.net. Annual License #A-7
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Calendar-Week of December 15, 2024
;s Serving you today in -
: Christ’s Love : Sun, December 15
: 8:00 am  Worship Service
Ushers : 9:30 am  Children’s program
8:00 am **Quilt Sale
Team Thompson :
Maddie Riedel : Tues, December 17
9:00 am  Women’s Bible Study - FR
9:30 am : 6:30 pm  Bell Practice
Team Paulson : 6:30 pm Cub Scouts

CaylieJo Pereau
ylie] Wed, December 18

Reader 6:00 pm Confirmation class -NK
8:00 am : 6:30 pm  Choir-FR
Vicki Sobczak .
Communion Helpers : Thurs, December 19
8:00 am : 6:00 pm  Boy Scout- FH

Team Ursin . .
7:00 pm Council Meeting

Acolyte :
: 8:00 am : Sun, December 22
: Leighton Vieau : 9:00 am Worship - Only 1 service
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Children's Christmas Program Is Today!
The Sunday School Children's Christmas Program will take place today
during 9:30 a.m. worship service.
The children are excited to deliver a delightful and uplifting Christmas
pageant for all, complete with songs, costumes, and possibly even a
few endearing bloopers. Please join us!

Social Ministries

The Social Ministries Committee invites you to join us on Saturday, February 1, 2025
from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the Fellowship Hall to make no-sew fleece blanket kits for
Ronald McDonald House in Madison, WI. If you are interested in donating material for
this project we use no-pill or blizzard fleece. Each blanket has 2 sides so each side will
need 1 1/2 yards of material. If you would like to make a money donation towards the
fabric you can send that to the church office. Any donated fabric can be left on the
desk in the Friendship Room. Any questions, call Pam Hamele at 608-215-0382.




OPENING HYMN WOV #638 “Holy Child Within the Manger”
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spo - ken, teach us now where you are found.
pas - sion kin - dle ev - ry land and race.
giv - ing and  our spir - its  strong  and true.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen. b. 1950

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license trom copyright administrator.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #251 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”
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1 My soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; 1 sing my Sav - ior’'s praise!
2 To all who live in ho - 1ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is - ra - el, your ser - vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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You looked up - on my low -1li- ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the  prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-’ry land and ev -ty age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a- side, the low -1y throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -1ly is your name.
the  hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.

Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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LIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 22nd (one service)
9:00 am Worship Service

Tuesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve.
3:00 pm, 5:00 pm, and 7:00pm

Sunday, December 29th (one service)

9:00 am Worship Service

Holiday Office Hours
The office will be closed December 24" and the office will close at noon on the 31°.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #266 “All Earth is Hopeful”
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1 All earth is hope - ful, the Sav - ior comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun - tains and val - leys will have to be pre - pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’‘ry - bod-y free.

stores hope and cour-age
clear ev - ’ry gate-way,
Je - sus is with us,

to chil - dren of this earth.

in haste, come out

and

Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé

in haste!

ev-er sets us free.

Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litdrgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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One Last Call for Poinsettias
We are still accepting Poinsettia orders and decorating donations.
Final deadline is Monday, December 16™.

Have Sunday Dinner and Donate Back

Dine at the Texas Roadhouse on Sunday and show your server a
bulletin from Sunday’s church service. Texas Roadhouse will donate
10% of your meal back to Christ Lutheran

Lutefisk Sale Items

Lutefisk -$8/1b -51b minimum ($40) 21b Brown Sugar: $2
Potatoes: Idahoan instant 3.241lb - $14 Lefse: $4 smaller package (6pc.)
Herring: 80z-$6/120z-$9/260z-$17 640z Mayo: $6

CLC Choir

Enjoy singing? Come and sing with the Christ Lutheran Church
Choir. We practice once a week and sing most Sunday’s. A
signup sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside the
Friendship Room as well. Don’t worry if you have a busy aqa a @
schedule and can’t make every practice. We are happy to have Add YOUP VOlce
you join us whenever you can! Any questions, please call Anne

Emerson (608)846-0898.

Blood Drive
This year’s blood drive will be Friday, December 27th, from i
12:00pm - 5:30pm at Manthe Paulson Farm’s shop, (4083 Help save lives!

Manthe Road). Appointments preferred. Feel free to contact
Tracy Paulson at tlmanthe@yahoo.com or 608-279-9650 to set Donate blood

up an appointment. We will be looking for volunteers and at our
possibly food donations again as well. upcoming
You can also call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) blood drive}

or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor Code: Manthe

Quilt Sale Today!

After the Children’s Christmas Program, the Quilters are having a quilt sale as a fund
raiser. They are looking to raise money for quilting material and other supplies.
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