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Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 28, 2024 –
 

Christmas in July 

 

 

PRELUDE “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” – Deacon Bonnie Vize–Bells 

        Vicki Sobczak -Piano 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FLOWER DEDICATION – The altar flowers are provided by Jim and Anne Emerson in 

memory of Dick Emerson.   

 

OPENING LITANY 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

  

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 

We have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

  

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 

OPENING HYMN ELW #283 – “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (page 8) 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 

 

Prayer of Confession for Christmas 

O God, you search us out and know us, and all that we are is open to you. We confess 

that we have sinned. 

In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

 

When we make no room for Jesus, and fail to welcome him into our lives, 

In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

 

When we follow shooting stars and squander our gifts in Herod's court, 

In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

 

When we seek to cut down those who might rise above us, 

In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

 

When we sanitize your birth place and erase from memory the poor and displaced, 

In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
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When we sing sweet sentiments over Jesus’ birth, and fail to rejoice over His everyday 

presence, 

In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

 

We turn to you, Lord Jesus, knowing you hear our every prayer. 

We renounce evil; We claim your love; We choose to be made whole. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news of Christmas. Today God reveals to us the wonders of His divine 

love: 

For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given. His name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Amen 

 

 

SONG OF PRAISE ELW# 270 – “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 

brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to 

proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 9:2-7 

2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness — on them light has shined.  
3

You have multiplied the nation, you 

have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 

exult when dividing plunder.  
4

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
5

For 

all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 

burned as fuel for the fire.  
6

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7

His authority shall grow continually, and there 

shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #292 “Love Has Come” (please stand and sing)   
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This is the good news according to St. Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

GOSPEL – Luke 2:1-20 

1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 
2

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. 
3

All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4

Joseph also went from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 
5

He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6

While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 
7

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 
9

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10

But the angel said to them, "Do not 

be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11

to 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12

This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger." 
13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying,  
14

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!" 
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 
16

So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17

When they saw this, they 

made known what had been told them about this child; 
18

and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19

But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 
20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

PRAISE BAND – “Light of The Stable” 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #277  - “Away in a Manger” (page 9) 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING – If you missed placing your offering in the plate 

when you arrived, there will be another plate by the ushers to leave your offering as you 

depart.  Thank you for your support. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 

feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
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Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy – Sung to “The Bells of Christmas” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever: 
 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER - sung to “O’ Holy Night” 
 

Our Father, God, Who lives and reigns in heaven— 

Oh, may Your Name be kept holy and blessed. 
 

Your Kingdom come; Your will be done forever. 

Give us this day all of our daily bread; 
 

Forgive our sin as we forgive each other. 

Keep us from evil; help us not to stray. 
 

Your kingdom reigns! 

Your power—it has no ending! 

Your glory divine! 

Father, Son, & Spirit, One. 

Our God, forevermore! 

Amen! Amen! 
 

 

Authors(s):Kevin Bueltmann, Tawn Bueltmann 

Copyright 2018 

 

 

 

Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready and all are welcome. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION – Sung to “The Bells of Christmas” 

 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARING THE MEAL  

All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive 

the sacrament.  We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ.    

 

If you require gluten-free hosts, please say “no gluten” when you approach the 

person sharing the host.   

 

The center rings of the trays provided contain grape juice for those desiring it.  Cups 

may be returned to the Acolytes’ baskets.  The Common Cup is also available.  

 

Children may come forward for a blessing, or to receive communion if they have been 

through instruction, here, or at another church. 
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Serving you today in 

Christ’s Love: 
 

Ushers 

Team Thompson 
 

Reader 

Nora Geach 
 

Communion Helpers 

Team Nelson  

 

Acolyte 

 

  

 

If you wish to still receive the individual communion packet (wafer on top and wine/juice 

on the bottom), please pick one up as you approach the front.   

 

If you would like the sacraments brought to you, please let the usher know.   

Welcome! 

    

COMMUNION HYMNS –  ELW #289 – “ Angels We Have Heard on High” (page 9) 

     ELW #296 – “What Child is This” (page 10) 

 

PASTORAL BLESSING   

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in His grace.  

Amen.   

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.  Strengthened by 

this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and 

share the good news of great joy. Amen. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING – HYMN ELW #281 – “Silent Night” (page 11) 

 

BENEDICTION - The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN ELW #267 – “Joy to the World” (page 12) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001577.  New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One 

License.net. Annual License #A-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Calendar-Week of July 28, 2024 

 

Sun, July 28 

9:00 am  Worship Service 

10:00 am Private Baptism 
 

 

Tues, July 30 

9:00 am Women’s Bible Study – FR 
 

Thurs, August 1 

6:00 pm Boy Scout– FH 
 

Sun, August 4 

9:00 am  Worship Service 
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OPENING HYMN ELW #283 – “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Fest 

Mark your calendars for Sunday September 8th for Christ Lutheran 

Church’s DeForest Faith Fest, a full day of Christian concerts, food and 

fun. Volunteers are needed and there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board.  All the bands are performing for free. We are receiving generous 

donations for hamburgers and brats to sell in the concession stand. 

However, we would gladly accept monetary donations to help us get all 

the other items purchased such as buns, water, condiments, paper goods, 

etc. Please note "Faith Fest" on your donation.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #277  - “Away in a Manger” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN –  ELW #289 – “ Angels We Have Heard on High”  
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COMMUNION HYMN –  ELW #296 – “What Child is This”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Make Pillowcases! 

Join us on Saturday, September 21st, 2024 to make pillowcases for Ryan’s Case for 

Smiles. The pillowcases will go to UW Children’s Hospital to be given to children 

battling cancer. We will begin at 9:00 a.m. with a lunch served and work until about 

3:00 or so. 
 

You do not need to know how to sew to help. There will be cutting, pinning and ironing 

to do in addition to the sewing. Feel free to bring a friend. Confirmation kids will get 

community service hours for helping.  If you are interested in donating fabric for this 

project the material needs to be 100% cotton with no sparkles on it and material 

suitable for children including holiday, Packer and Badger material.  The main 

pillowcase takes 3/4 yard fabric and the border fabric takes 1/3 yard.  
 

A money donation for fabric is always appreciated.  There is a sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board outside the Friendship Room.  Please sign up if you will be attending so 

that we will know how much food we will need for lunch.  Any questions, call Pam 

Hamele at 608-215-0382.   
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CANDLE LIGHTING – HYMN ELW #281 – “Silent Night” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Notice - Incoming 5
th

 Grade Students                     

Dear Parents, 

I have your child on the list of incoming 5th grade students. This 

summer, I will be holding a First Communion class to prepare your 

child to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Class will be 

Monday, August 12 from 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon.  
 

Please let let me know if you are interested in having your child 

attend. As with other years, each child will decorate their chalice, 

which will then be taken back to Fired Up Pottery to be glazed and 

fired in their kiln so they can use their chalice on the date of their First Communion 

and take it home as a keepsake.  The date for the Celebration of First Communion that 

I hope will work for everyone is Sunday, August 25th at the 9:00 a.m. worship service.  

A sign up form is online at www.christlutherandeforest.org   Forms are also available 

at the front entry Usher’s table. 

http://www.christlutherandeforest.org/
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SENDING HYMN ELW #267 – “Joy to the World”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


